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Perhaps the most serious and disabling federal intrusion of recent years into the independent political status of state and local governments has been actions by the U.S. government to prosecute elected state and local officials and their close associates for local political corruption. In 1986 U.S. Attorneys in New York, Boston, District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, and elsewhere pursued such investigations and prosecutions with unusual vigor. These activities have a recent genesis—since 1974—and they are basically unauthorized, in important respects out of control, and overall questionable in terms of the federal nature of our constitutional system. These findings are supported by data from the Public Integrity Section of the Criminal Division and the Office for U.S. Attorneys, both in the Department of Justice, and by opinions of U.S. courts, legislative histories of bills and statutes, and sources on criminal law and political corruption.
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